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Thought for the Day: 
“Do you know how God punished Adam and Eve for eating the apple?’” 

“Yeah, God made ‘em sit down and read the Bible.” 

(Adapted from Kids Say the Darndest Things by Bill Cosby) 

 

Delays in the Auditory System 
 

Children with strong auditory systems have good speech and language development, 

a large vocabulary, participate in conversations, follow directions and later have 

strong academic skills – reading, writing, math, spelling and strong phonological and 

phonemic awareness skills.  As we’ve seen though, sometimes auditory systems 

don’t work correctly.  Auditory problems show up in many places.  .   

 

Some common observations parents make when their child has an auditory problem 

include, but are not limited to: 

 

 The baby who never sleeps.  Any little sound wakes him up.  You tiptoe 

through the house, making sure there are no noises. 

 Or the baby is under responsive to sound.  Happy to lie in his crib and 

entertain himself.  Doesn’t enjoy those back and forth interactions 

 Screams and covers his ears when a sound is loud 

 By two years he only has a few words and isn’t combining any words. 

 You can’t understand what your child is saying to you at age 3. 

 Gives you the deer in the headlight look when you give him a simple 

direction.  Then later, cannot follow a multi-step directions  

 Has difficulty attending to stories 

 Poor memory for songs, finger plays and nursery rhymes 

 Takes him a long time to understand what you are saying to him.  Seems 

confused.  Often you have to show him. 

 Cannot have back and forth conversations 

 Says “what” a lot 

 Uses shorter and incomplete sentences with many grammar errors    

 Has a smaller than expected vocabulary for his age 

 Has difficulty focusing in a noisy environment 

 Mixes up syllables in longer words 

 Can’t seem to find the word he wants to use.  Refers to objects, etc, as 

“thingys” 
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 Can’t answer questions around stories or activities 

 Can’t hear words that rhyme 

 Doesn’t hear the individual sounds in words for reading 

 Terrible spelling. 

 

The causes of auditory problems might be the result of a diagnosis like Attention 

Deficit Disorder, Hyperactivity, Language Impairment, Articulation Disorder, 

Chronic ear infections, Developmental Delay, Autism or Dyslexia.  Auditory 

problems do tend to run in families.  Often though, there is no specific cause to 

point to, but we can observe the child is not learning the things she should for her 

age or is showing behaviors that don’t make sense. 

 

In reading this checklist if you found multiple items your child is having difficulty 

with, then most likely your child is showing early signs of an auditory problem.  The 

sooner we begin to work on them the better.  Auditory problems don’t usually fix 

themselves. 

 

P.S  

One more thing, when you are looking at delays in children, you should take a global 

view.  You should be looking not only at communication skills, but social emotional, 

learning and motor development.  Below, I have cited some online checklists that I 

think will give you good information about your child’s development.   

 

Check them out even if you don’t have concerns for your child’s development, but 

want to monitor it. 

  

This is for children birth to 5.  

Center for Disease Control and Prevention Developmental Screening Checklist 

http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/milestones/index.html 

  

This is mostly for school age children. It’s a Learning Disability Checklist 

National Center for Learning Disabilities Checklist.  Scroll down and click on 

learning disabilities checklist and print for yourself. 

http://www.ncld.org/learning-disability-resources/checklists/interactive-ld-

checklist 

 

This is a kindergarten checklist for you to monitor your child’s readiness for 

school. 

http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/milestones/index.html
http://www.ncld.org/learning-disability-resources/checklists/interactive-ld-checklist
http://www.ncld.org/learning-disability-resources/checklists/interactive-ld-checklist
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http://www.abcjesuslovesme.com/kindergarten-readiness/190-kindergarten-

readiness-checklist 

 

For free assessments, contact your local school district Child Find program.  

Assessments are available for children starting at birth.   
 

http://www.abcjesuslovesme.com/kindergarten-readiness/190-kindergarten-readiness-checklist
http://www.abcjesuslovesme.com/kindergarten-readiness/190-kindergarten-readiness-checklist

